FAITH & LIFE

July/August 2025

Grow DEep LIVE TALL

Jerewiiah [7:7-8

= ¢ L. 1
First Christian Reformed Church
; 1401 16t St
Rock Valley, IA 51247
Rev. Matthew Haan
www.firstcrerv.org

712-476-5902 )



« ‘?;‘*(}fh’

“Synod Recap”

Thank you for all the prayers and texts during Synod this year. The battle was strong behind the scenes and in
moments when the cameras were off. We praise the Lord that during viewed events most of the discussion
was in line with God's Word other than notable exceptions that have been mentioned in other mediums.

The number one question that I receive in returning home is how did Synod go? I would describe Synod with
an overall score of 86%. Passing marks with more to do.

But in the last three years, Synod has been gathering all the agencies and institutions, churches and pastors
into the same harbor. Now this Synod finally has all in the fleet pointed the same direction and by God’s grace
now will truly work together for the blessing of the kingdom.

Below are some of the items that were talked thru and worked on.
1. Ecumenical Relationships

. RCA put on a five year draw down of our “in communion” status, encouraging no new joint ministries to
begin.

o All RCA ministers serving in CRC churches will now be required to sign the covenant of office bearers
yearly at classis.

. Provisional approval for fellowship with the Alliance of Reformed Churches, contingent on their positive
response to the CRCNA’s invitation.

2. Seminary & University Reports

. Calvin Theological Seminary: Synod wholeheartedly approved the appointments of Dr. Jessica Joustra and Jaren
Mickelson to open systematic theology positions.

- Calvin Seminary BOT was instructed to bring all institutional teaching staff in line with the confessions.

. Calvin University: Revealed rigorous new confessional-alignment policy—three-year mentoring for faculty, annual
reaffirmation of confessional adherence, limited indefinite exceptions only after six years, and serious theological review of
dissent.

- Clarification was requested for what an indefinite exception would be and when it would be given.
. Calvin made it abundantly clear that they desired to have a confessional relationship with the CRCNA.
3. Denominational Structures & Procedures

. Council of Delegates introduced an updated nominations policy; deferred further policy refinements related to Synod
2024,

. The Bible translation committee is not recommending the Easy-to-read version of the NIV for public worship.

Assisted Suicide Task Force with synodical recommendations received unanimous votes that assisted suicide is a
deplorable act and should be seen as outside of God’s design and plan.

Virtual Church Task Force: permitted further experimenting in an effort to understand use of the sacraments and church
discipline in a virtual way.

Confessional Integrity & Discipline

. Reinforced that office bearers cannot hold settied convictions opposed to CRC confession. All office bearers
will sign the covenant for office bearers at each meeting of Classis.

Bi-nationality
. Synod emphasized cross-national solidarity with an overwhelming vote 171 for the USA and Canada to remain together.

Continue to pray for the CRCNA and for the Lord to raise up new leaders throughout the denomination to fill over 300 vacant
puipits.

Blessings,
Pastor Matt
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BIRTHDAVYS
July 14 - Gerrit Kats will be 85.

ANNIVERSARIES

July 6 — Don & Lois Postma will be married 55 years.
July 16 — Alvin & Sue LeLoux will be married 50 years.
July 30 — Harvey & Joanne Van Otterloo will be married 66 years.
August 5 — Fred & Karla will be married 55 years.
August 26 — Al & Harriett Van Zanten will be married 70 years.
August 30 — Albert & Grace Van Grootheest will be married 65 years

WELCOME/REAFFIRMATION OF FAITH/BAPTISMS
We rejoice & celebrate the Holy Sacrament of Baptism of Brayton Clarence Zomer, infant son
of Blake & Genae Zomer on Sunday, June 1!
We rejoice & welcome Jason & Cindy Timmerman as they joined our First CRC
congregational family on Sunday, June 8!
We rejoice & welcome Skyler & Candra, Sedona, & Jensen Smith as they joined our First
CRC congregational family on Sunday, June 8! We also celebrate the Reaffirmation of Faith of
Skyler and the Sacrament of Holy Baptism of Sedona & Jensen!
We rejoice & celebrate the Holy Sacrament of Baptism of Wesley Jay Rust, infant son of Alex
& Alexis Rust on Sunday, June 29!

SYMPATHIES

We express our Christian sympathies to Galen & Paula Kats, Pat Kats, and all extended Kats
& Van Surksum families in the sudden loss of Michael Van Surksum on June 5. Michael was
blessed to share his life with his loving wife, Michaela, and their 5 kids, Keegan, Kyson, Kyler,
Makiah, and Karsten. Pray for the family as they continue to mourn & grieve his sudden loss.

We express our Christian sympathies to Don & Lois Postma, as their sister-in-law, Sharon

Postma of Oregon, passed away on Sunday, June 22.

We pray that our Heavenly Father will wrap all loved ones in His arms of comfort
and surround them with His peace.

SPECIAL CONCERNS

John De Roon - Pray for John and his ongoing health struggles and for Carol as she supports
him daily by his side.

Cory & Mariah Jansen — (son & daughter-in-law of Rob & Karen Jansen) Pray for them as they
anticipate the arrival of a child, but some complications have her being monitored until delivery
at Sanford in Sioux Falls.

Jaydn LeLoux - Pray for Jaydn as she anticipates an upcoming shoulder surgery.

Ron LeLoux — Pray for Ron as he recovers from surgery.

Jamie Walhof-Ellenberger — Pray for Jamie as she continues recovering from surgery.
Michael Walhof — Pray for Michael as he is in rehab.

Clarence Klarenbeek — Pray for his overall health as he continues chemo treatments.

Howard Altena — Pray for strength and comfort as he continues chemo treatments.

Ruth Koedam - Continue to pray for comfort for Ruth with her cancer battle and overall health.
Jason Davelaar (Father of Cody Davelaar, Alexis Rust, & Bradyn Davelaar) — Pray for Jason as
he began intense chemo treatments for cancer that he was diagnosed with in June.

Dan De Groot - Pray for Dan and his battle with cancer.

Continue to pray fervently for all who are anticipating or recovering from surgeries, those dealing

with sickness & injuries, and those continuing their battles with cancer.
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Welcome Jason & Cindy Timmerman

We are Jason and Cindy Timmerman. Jason is originally from Rock Rapids, born to the late Bernard and
Shirley Timmerman. He attended Central Lyon school and graduated from Iowa Lakes Community College.
Cindy is from Rock Valley, born to Ray and Nancy Mulder. She attended RV Christian School and Western
Christian High School.

We were married on March 25, 1994, in Rock Valley and made our home here until 2018 when we built a
new house 5 miles north of Doon on Jason's family century farm.

We have 3 grown children. Our daughter Tara is married to Dannon Faber from Inwood, and they live in
Brookings, SD with 2 of our grandchildren, Otto (10) and Emmett (8). Our daughter Candra is married to
Skyler Smith from Cedar Rapids, and they live in Rock Valley with 2 of our grandchildren, Sedona (2) and
Jensen (9 months). Our son Brenden lives in Rock Valley.

We own a hog nursery close to our acreage that Jason has raised pigs in for almost 30 years. He also
works part time at Moon River in Doon loading parts to be delivered. In his spare time, he does lots of
repairs on the rental homes that we own. Cindy has been in banking for more than 30 years. Starting out
at Valley State Bank and then switching to Peoples Bank almost 20 years ago. Working in many areas of
the bank, she is currently the Senior Compliance Officer.

If we actually have time to relax, our favorite is spending time with our kids and grandkids, traveling with
our motorcycles (Indian Chieftain & Indian Scout 60) mostly to National Parks or scenic areas and enjoying
time with friends.

i
On June 23 members of Care Groups 4 & 5 attended the Sioux Falls Men's Mission. We were welcomed
by several of the men in attendance. Many of them thanked us for coming.

Church members in attendance: Cody & Em, Alayna, Jake & Kylie Davelaar; Erin De Kam; Kelly & Patty
Haak; Larry & Yvonne Haak; Pastor Haan; Rob & Karen Jansen; Travis & Kendra Jansen; Dick & Carla
Jansma; Kevin Jansma; Taylor & Jessica, Jaelyn, Jordyn, Tyke & Treyton Kats; Jackie, Peyton & Oakley
Rus; Lindsey Van Bemmel; Nolan Van Otterloo; and Mark & Deb Van't Hul.

Rob welcomed everyone and opened with a word of prayer. Karen led the song service with familiar
hymns and Jackie accompanied us on the piano. Kevin gave an inspiring message on the truths that are
clearly said to us in the Bible. These truths are: 1) We are all sinners. 2) Jesus is the Way. There is no sin
that he cannot forgive. He has paid for our sin so we can have salvation. 3) We are called to believe and to
live a life of service to our Lord and Savior.

“Our God is an Awesome God” and “This Little Light of Mine” was special music sung by Alayna, Jake &
Kyle Davelaar and Jordyn, Tyke & Treyton Kats and Peyton & Oakley Rus supported with a few adults.
Closing prayer was led by Dick
LWe pray that we may have been a blessing to them and that they may have been drawn closer to God.
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IGNITE Youth Group
Burger Feed

Bicentennial Park

August 9, 2025
17:00cm - 7:30pm

SEE YOU THERE! COME HUNGRY!



“Flood Thoughts: A Year Gone By”

Some questions were posed to me about the 2024 flood, and we all have taken the
time to reflect and think back on this event. Even as the waters have receded and things
have seemed to go back to “normal” (whatever that means in 2025), the flood still seems
to be ever present. Families and businesses are rebuilding or starting over with homes and
locations. The homes and locations that were affected by flood remain empty waiting to
see what will be decided. One need only look at the news and see what is happening in
other parts of the country and be transported in heart and mind back, back to June and
July 2024.

How do we react to this recent event, how do we respond? Most of us do and have done
what we can, what we were able to do at the time, and what we are able to do now. We
helped people clean up their homes, we offered supplies and perhaps even shelter be it
temporary or be it long-term. We gave money to businesses, people and causes that would
help them get what they needed to continue the rebuilding process. And perhaps, last but
not least in importance we were there, standing with and alongside those, offering prayers
for families and communities. We gave them a hand up, something firm to grasp when it
all seemed to be floating on by, no pun intended.

The questions may still remain, and answers will not be quick in coming. But what has
been proven time and time again is that people will move on, not just because they want
to but because they have to. This doesn’t mean that our mindset has to move on from
remembering the flood, who was impacted, what was lost, and what ultimately may never
be the same. These changes will not only change the landscape and towns physically; they
will alter the hearts and minds of many for many generations to come.

No matter what we go through in this life, God is always involved. It may fall beneath us
to try to take on the role of the Creator but yet we can still feel, lead and have reactions to
events in life some which may not be always very positive. Throughout the journey we
must return to our hiding place, our shelter amidst the storms and questions of life. We
must lay down “in green pastures” and be led “by quiet waters”. We must have our souls
restored not only in the midst of tragedy and heartbreak, but each and every day. While
questions are still being asked and answers have yet to come, we can turn to the author of
life the one who has written our story, knows its beginning and the end. He has guided us
this far and will continue to lead us. Amid all the unknown, he is the known, the one who

will never be moved in spite of earthly flood or heavenly activity.

The Wheeled Worshiper



“Holy Ground”

For me, there’s nothing quite like taking off my sandals in the summer and walking through the grass.
But when our sons were infants, neither shared that love of going barefoot. When we'd attempt to lower
them to play outside, they'd raise their legs, trying not to touch the tickly, prickly, green ground.

“Do not come any closer,” the Lord warned Moses through the burning bush. “Take off your sandals,
for the place where you are standing is holy ground” (Exodus 3:5, NIV). In God’'s presence, Moses
faced a turning point: either resist God'’s instructions or obey, leading the Israelites out of Egypt.

Maybe taking off my sandals this summer can remind me that I'm standing in God'’s presence. | may
not hear a booming voice, and | might just be standing at the kitchen sink doing chores. Or | might be at
a barbecue, with the opportunity to truly listen to my neighbors. God’s presence permeates life’'s big
moments as well as the mundane.

How can you “take off your sandals” and enter what God has for you? ~Janna Firestone

“Fire Transforming Us For The Good”
For many people, relaxing by a campfire is a favorite summer activity. Nestling into the surrounding
darkness while gazing into dancing flames, we sense God's love and let the day’s chaos go. In
contrast, Exodus 24:17 describes, “Now the appearance of the glory of God was like a devouring fire.”

Pastor Steve Garnaas-Holmes offers another take, writing about God using flames to change us.

“Fire!l
God, your presence is like a consuming fire —not destructive, but transformative,
not the fire of anger but the flame of love, the fire of glassblowers and bakers
the grace to make us more beautiful, strong and useful.
Your glory is no tame campfire where we sit and make s’'mores. It burns out of our control.
The furnace of your love roars about our hearts, remaking us. Teach us to be unafraid.
Radiant One, | want your grace to burn away all the old junk that is not really me,
like gold being refined.
| want the warmth of your presence to melt what is hard or brittle in me.
| want the heat of your love to change the chemistry of my heart,
to bake me into something life-giving, to mold me into a new shape.
Re-make me into a vessel of love.

Your light shine in me, the aroma of you waft from me, fresh from the oven.

When you bask in firelight glow — and maybe eat some s’mores! — ponder how God is transforming

you with love, and for the sake of love. We're all unworthy to receive Jesus’ body and blood, but that's
exactly why he offers it. Thanks be to God for redeeming and forgiving us — wiping away the stain of

our sins! ~adapted from The Wired Word

Bible Trivia
For years, King David showed special kindness to the son of King Saul’s son Jonathan, because David
and Jonathan had been dear friends. Which of the following statements is not accurate?

A. The name of King Saul's grandson was Mephibosheth.
B. He was lame in both feet.

C. His feet had been injured when he was 5.

D. He was injured while playing with his brothers.

See next page for Answer




“Tips for Gardeners”

‘Love is to the heart what the summer is to the farmer’s year,” said evangelist Billy Graham. “It brings
to harvest all the loveliest flowers of the soul.” Without summer, our gardens would disappoint, and
without love, our hearts wouldn’t bloom.

The warmth of summer and love aren’t the only ingredients required for abundant physical and
spiritual crops, however. Discernment and persistence ensure fruitful yields in both areas. “Unless we
know the difference between flowers and weeds, we are not fit to take care of a garden,” advised
Clyde Francis Lytle. “It is not enough to have truth planted in our minds. We must learn and labor to
keep the ground clear of thorns and briars, follies and perversities, which have a wicked propensity to
choke the word of life.”

“Fixer-Uppers”

Summer is peak time for home renovations and remodeling projects. Those can be
super stressful, starting with the selection of a contractor.

In a blog about her own family’s construction plans, Laura Elliott explains the
challenge: “It's not just any builder | want. | want one who has impeccable
workmanship, is completely trustworthy and delivers our long-awaited [projects] early
and under-budget.” After sifting through bids and reviews, she discovered that most
builders “look like they do pretty similar work for a pretty similar price.”

For spiritual renovations, however, the choice is clear. “God is the builder of everything,” says
Hebrews 3:4 (NIV). Elliott writes, “Jesus is not only the builder of His Father's house, but He is the
buyer, and the heir as well.” And what he’s building, she adds, is “a better Bride,” his church.

Faith upgrades are an ongoing, lifelong process. “The renewal of our natures is a work of great
importance,” said 18th-century minister George Whitefield. “It is not to be done in a day. We have not
only a new house to build up, but an old one to pull down.” It's a good thing God oversees this project!
~Stephanie Martin

“A Walking Contradiction”
A real Christian is an odd number. He feels supreme love for One whom he has never seen; talks
familiarly every day to Someone he cannot see; expects to go to heaven on the virtue of Another,
empties himself in order to be full, admits he is wrong so he can be declared right; goes down in order
to get up; is strongest when he is weakest, richest when he is poorest and happiest when he feels the
worst. He dies so he can live; forsakes in order to have; gives away so he can keep; sees the invisible,
hears the inaudible, and knows that which passes knowledge.

The [person] who has met God is not looking for anything; he has found it. He is not searching for light,
for upon him the light has already shined. ... He is not a copy, not a facsimile. He is an original from the
hand of the Holy Spirit. ~A.W. Tozer
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Letter writing to our Missionaries

RIBBENS MALETOUNGOU KLOMPIEN
July 6 Randy VK James VB Evan VB
July 13 Alyssa VH Chad VH Mary VH
July 20 Carol VH Loy VH, Jr. Loy VH, Sr.
June 27 Mark VH Mike VH Mitchel VH

Resonate Global Mission

Attn: Rev. Michael & Megan Ribbens

1700 28t St SE

Grand Rapids, M1 49508

EMAIL: mribbens@crcna.org — Mike
mribbens@gmail.com — Megan

Resonate Global Mission

Attn: Rev. Sosthene & Kara Maletoungou
1700 28th St SE

Grand Rapids, M| 49508

EMAIL: smaletoungou@crcnapartners.org

Resonate Global Mission
Attn: Mark K family

1700 28t St SE

Grand Rapids, MI 49508
*Please mail to Mark
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Letter writing to our Missionaries

RIBBENS MALETOUNGOU KLOMPIEN
August 3 Jack VB Gerrit V Harm W
August 10 Blake Z Ryan Z Evan A
August 17 Howard A Mike B Myron B
August 24 Austin B Elmer B Karl B
August 31 Eric B Josh B Mitchell B

Resonate Global Mission

Attn: Rev. Michael & Megan Ribbens

1700 28t St SE

Grand Rapids, M|l 49508

EMAIL: mribbens@crcna.org — Mike
mribbens@gmail.com — Megan

Resonate Global Mission

Attn: Rev. Sosthene & Kara Maletoungou
1700 28t St SE

Grand Rapids, Ml 49508

EMAIL: smaletoungou@crcnapartners.org

Resonate Global Mission
Attn: Mark K family

1700 28th St SE

Grand Rapids, MI 49508
*Please mail to Mark
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Loy & Taryn Van't Hul Mike & Christal Van't Hul
July 6 Loy & Janice Van't Hul Mitchel & Shelby Van't Hul Rog & Hilaine
Mark & Deb Van't Hul Tim & Kendra Van Tilburg
Mike Van Zanten Harm & Bonnie Wiersma
July 13 Jack & Kelsey Ver Burg Blake & Genae Zomer Larry & Yvonne
Gerrit & Kay Vis Ryan & Jamie Zomer
Evan & Kim Altena Austin & Allison Bliek
July 20 Mike & Tammy Baartman Dan & Shannon Bloemendaal Vern & Ellen
Myron & Amy Bleyenberg Elmer & Lori Boon
Karl & Alyssa Bos Randy & Pat Byl
July 27 Josh & Katie Byl Bradyn & Braelee Davelaar Harlan & Priscilla
Mitchell & Kelsi Byl Cody & Em Davelaar
Pianist
SOUND VIDEO PPT organist PRAISE TEAM
) AM: Ranae K Lanae D, Tracy B,
by Rich R ez San i PM: Carisa M Andy VR, Benjamin H
July 13 Leonard H Ron L Tammy B Denise Postma Tricia M
. AM: Jackie R Rachelle VB, Pat B,
July 20 James VB Aiden VR Jaydn L PM: Carisa M Jack VB, Ryan Z
July 27 Jack VB Carter VB Aiden VR Ranae K Andy VR
[
U S ! E RS ORES(ERY
Julv 6 East: Josh B, Mike VZ AM Jill M, Jackie R, Teeghan B, Taryn B
y West: Dan B, Darin P PM | Laurie VK, Noah DK
Julv 13 East: Joel B, Matt VE AM Ashley VO, Judy VO, Titus H, Tessa B
y West: Tyler DB, Alvin L PM | Sharla VR, Mason J
Julv 20 East: Arnold K, Bob G AM Malorie K, Genae Z, Jaelyn K, Harper B
y West: Benjamin H, Keith L | PM | Jamie Z, Alison L
Julv 27 East: Taylor K, Rick D AM Tammy B, Shannon B, Tad M, Quincy E
y West: Joe M, Gene L PM Em D, Erica VR
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Rick & Bonnie Davelaar Erin De Kam
August 3 Kevin & Diana De Groot Steve & April De Kam Ron & Darletta
Zach & Jamie De Jager Jaden & Katlien Den Boer
Tyler & Alli Den Boer Jesse & Amber Eppinga
August 10 Zach & Lucy Elbers Brian & Renae Faber Eric & Tracy
Jeff & Steph Elgersma Justin & Josie Faber
Marv & Dee Faber Brad & Nanci Grevengoed
August 17 Bob Gilman Galen & Elsie Grevengoed Rog & Hilaine
Arnold Kempema Bob & Cherie Groeneweg
Marva Haak Eddie & Lanae Hernandez
August 24 Kelly & Patty Haak Steve & Sue Hoekstra Larry & Yvonne
Mike & Tammy Haverhals Kyle Hoogendoorn
Rob & Karen Jansen Kevin & Kristin Jansma
August 31 Travis & Kendra Jansen Sara Johnson Vern & Ellen
Dick & Carla Jansma Jonathon & Tamae Kats
j Pianist
SOUND VIDEO PPT organist PRAISE TEAM
. _ AM: Jackie R Jamie E, Ashley VO,
August 3 Blake Z Brian F Benjamin H PM: Carisa M James VB, Mike B
August 10 | James VB Rich R Carla J Krista VE Mer VO
. AM: Tricia M, Julie VO,
August 17 Rich R Alex K Cowan VK PM: Carisa M Andy VR, Randy VK
August 24 | Leonard H Ron L Tammy B Ranae K Tracy B
August 31 | Jack VB Aiden VR Jaydn L James VB
. 22N\l
U S H E RS ] (N GYES STt g
Audust 3 East: Cody D, Mike B AM Jamie DJ, Deb H, Harper VB, Ezra H
g West: Cole VDB, Titus H PM | Kendra J, Brennan VK
Auaust 10 East: Josh B, Mike VZ AM April DK, Cherie G, Jenessa VR, Ada K
9 West: Dan B, Darin P PM Michelle K, Addison VH
August 17 East: Joel B, Matt VE AM Tamae K, Rhonda L, Kennedy VH, Kate L
g West: Tyler DB, Alvin L PM | Jacque L, Abby A
Auqust 24 East: Arnold K, Bob G AM Malorie K, Jill M, Kaysha A, Faith K
g West: Benjamin H, Keith L | PM | Jackie R, Aftyn B
Auqust 31 East: Taylor K, Rick D AM Laurie VK, Ashley VO, Teeghan B, Sloan M
9 West: Joe M, Gene L PM Kelsey VB, Noah DK
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