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“The Bold Hope of Christmas” 7
Dest
This week we will turn the calendar of 2024 for a final time to December.
December is known for many things. Veterans remember Dec 7. The infamous
anniversary of D-Day. Dec 9% is Christmas card day for all who race to get their
Christmas cards out. And of course the most treasured and glorious day of all in

December is Christmas Day on the 25%.

Now for most, Christmas has already been on your mind from mailings to
decorations, school program schedules, holiday parties, and the next family get
together.

This certainly is the most wonderful time of the year! Not because of black Friday
deals or more lights or even gifts under the tree. No, Christmas is the greatest of
winter days in December, because it announces with bold hope and eternal promise
that our Savior, Christ Jesus is here!

As we focus on the certain and sure hope of our Lord coming in his first Advent,
this season we are continuing our series in Paul’s final letter to the church at Corinth.
As we continue in chapter 3-6 we want the boldness of our hope to be evident. We
desire our jars of clay to be in peace. So that our dwellings would be filled with joy,
and love would overflow in reconciling love that gives eternal thanks for the salvation
that has come through Christ alone for our redemption.

This is the promise that the faithful had been longing for and expecting for
centuries. This promise is now given to our hearts to receive and our souls to be
stirred that we would recognize and give thanks for the newborn king.

Allow the hope of his birth to open your heart to the expectancy of joy this
Advent. So that each of us would hold onto the greatest gift that humanity has longed
for; the Savior who is Christ the Lord.

The one who didn’t come in shiny paper but with angel choir. The one who wasn’t
placed wrapped in silk but in swaddling bands. He is the greatest gift you will ever
receive. What are you expecting this Christmas? Expect Christ. Let him be your king!

Christmas blessings,

Pastor Matt



BIRTHDAVS
] December 5 — Harold Driesen will be 90.

December 6 — Clarence De Roon will be 87.
December 6 — Harriett Van Zanten will be 89.
December 13 — Grace Van Grootheest will be 84.
December 15 — Gertrude Vis will be 101.
December 19 — Faye Medalen will be 82.

BAPTISM BLESSINGS

-- Natalie Grace Van Surksum, daughter of Eric & Erica, baptized on Sunday, November 24.

PROTFESSION OF FAITH

-- Amera Faber, Titus Haan, Jaydn LeLoux, Alison LeLoux, Kiah Van Der Brink, & Aiden Van
Roekel professed their Faith on Sunday, November 3.

WEDDING BLESSINGS

-- We rejoice with Charlie & Samantha Poppema as they were united in marriage on
Friday, November 8. May the Lord bless you as you build your life together!
SYMPATIHY
-- We express our Christian sympathy to the Mike & Christal Van’t Hul family as Christal's mother,
Lorraine Niemeyer, passed away peacefully on October 25, 2024.

-- We extend our Christian sympathies to Harold & June Driesen as June’s brother, Delbert Vander
Schaaf of Orange City, passed away Monday, November 19.

SPECIAL CONCERNS

-- Kristin Jansma — pray her knee replacement is successful and comfort and healing through recovery.

-- Marv Faber continues chemotherapy treatments. Pray for strength, comfort, and healing through each
treatment.

-- Addison Van’t Hul, daughter of Loy & Taryn, underwent testing to determine the cause of sudden
hearing loss and balance issues. Continue praying for restored hearing and health for Addison.

-- John De Roon - continue to pray for John as he struggles with pulmonary fibrosis, as well as a
progression of his Parkinson’s Disease.

-- Howard Altena — pray for continued strength and progression of his health and clear direction going
forward through ongoing check-ups.

-- Continue to pray for all those affected by the flood and in the process of recovery.
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Reminder: Save your postage stamps.
Clip your Christmas stamps or any stamps you receive leaving % inch around the stamp.
There is a box in the kitchen marked stamps or you can put them in Yvonne Haak’s mailbox.




Welcome Charlie and Samantha Poppema

Hello, we are Charlie and Samantha Poppema. |, Charlie, grew up in
Orange City, lowa. My parents are Jim and Lauri Poppema. | have three
brothers, Trey, Jared, and Jaxson. Jared is married to Morgan, and they
have a daughter named Lennon, as well as another on the way. | attended
Orange City Christian, Unity Christian, and later went on to Dordt to pursue
a degree in Business. | am currently employed at Animal Health
International in Sioux Center.

I, Samantha, grew up in Hull, lowa. My parents are Waylon and Melissa
Pollema, and | have two brothers, Carter and Chandler. Carter is married to
Jodi, and they have two children, Marlee and Mattias. | attended Hull
Christian, Western Christian, and after taking a gap year, | attended Dordt
to pursue a degree in education. | am currently employed at Rock Valley
Christian as a 3rd grade teacher.

We were recently united in marriage in November, and we currently live in
Rock Valley. Together, we love to spend time with family and friends, spend
time outdoors, go on walks, golf, and travel. We are so excited to be a part
of such a loving and welcoming church community. We look forward to
seeing what God has in store for us at First CRC!
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Zach &l Lucy Elbers Dylan & Jadyn Petitt
were married on June 1, 2024 were married on June 14, 2024
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Noah &l Hannah Krommendyk, Jaden &7 Katlien Den Boer

were married on August 23, 2024 were married on October 4, 2024

Caleb & Abigail Dokter
married on July 5, 2024

Jesse &L Macay Van Wk,
married on July 19, 2024

Jesse &L Amber Eppinga
married on September 13, 2024

- {
Charlie &I Samantha Poppema
were married on November 8, 2024
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ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 2024

FIRST CRC

At the Annual Congregational Meeting held Monday, November 18, the
names of the following men were drawn to their respective offices:

Selected to the Office of Elder: Carl Elbers, Leonard Hoekstra, Tim Van
Tilburg; alternate — Jeff Van Bemmel

Selected to the Office of Deacon: Carter Vanden Bos, Colton Van Otterloo,
Blake Zomer; alternate — Darin Pollema

At the Council 2024 Reorganizational Meeting, the following 2025 Council
offices were established:

Elders:

Deacons:

President - Evan Vanden Bosch
Vice President — Leonard Hoekstra
Clerk - Nate Van Kley

Vicar - Ron LeLoux

President — Myron Bleyenberg

Secretary - Travis Jansen

General Fund — Colton Van Otterloo

Vicar — Blake Zomer

Controller/Building Treasurer - Ryan Zomer
Benevolence Treasurer — Carter Vanden Bos
Special Offerings — Mitchell Byl

Missions - Evan Altena

*The proposed 2025 General Fund Budget and the Classical and

Denominational Causes were approved by voice vote.
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Decembey 10, 2024 - 6:30pm,

Help us share the joy of Christmas with
our Care Center residents!
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20 B\ bring goodies to share!
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First CRC families RELOCATED temporarily:

(This list is ongoing, please notify us of anyone not listed that should be added, corrections if
something is listed incorrectly, and updates to your location as time goes on, etc.)

-- Jacob & Amanda Maassen — 722 Riverview Drive, Rock Valley

-- Starla Van Otterloo & Sam — 2730 340t Street, Rock Valley, IA (Chris & Whitney’s)

-- Warren Van Otterloo — living with Rick & Bonnie — 2137 340t Street, Rock Valley

-- Loy & Janice Van’t Hul — 1411 11t Street, Rock Valley (Alyssa’s)

-- Kevin & Diana De Groot — living with Janice Attema — 1415 29t Ave., Rock Valley

Updated ADDRESSES:

-- Don & Lois Postma - Sheldon Christian Retirement Home, 1414 Elm Court, Sheldon
New Phone —712-541-3228

-- Jim Driesen — River View Ridge — 712 Westview Drive #114 , Rock Valley

-- Elaine Bolkema — River View Ridge — 712 Westview Drive #113, Rock Valley

-- Faye Medalen — River View Ridge — 712 Westview Drive # , Rock Valley

-- Chad & Sandra Van’t Hul family — 1108 Main St., Rock Valley

-- Galen & Paula Kats — 2695 300" Street, Rock Valley

-- Karl & Alyssa Bos — 1215 Division Street, Hull

-- Laura Van Kalsbeek — 1111 7t St. — Northside Crt, Hull

-- Josh & Katie Byl — 1810 Aspen Street, Hull

-- Jaden & Katlien Den Boer — 2618 Warren Circle, Rock Valley

-- Lyle & Joyce Van Engen — 910 Greenway Drive - #206, Rock Valley

-- Harm & Bonnie Wiersma — 1407 20* Ave. — Apt. A, Rock Valley

-- Verlyn & Sandy Van Bemmel — 2115 Maple St. — Apt. 4, Hull

-- Alvin & Sue LeLoux — 800 Golf Course Road, Rock Valley

-- Eric & Tracy Breuer — 1310 12t St., Rock Valley

-- Kevin & Kristin Jansma — 701 Fairway Drive, Rock Valley

-- Erin De Kam — 818 Fairway Oaks Drive, Rock Valley

-- Tim & Kendra Van Tilburg — 1216 Golf Course Road, Rock Valley

There are many more congregation members that have been severely affected by the flood,
whether it be their home, business, school, farmland, and more.
Please continue to pray for our entire community as together we continue to help each other
long-term to clean-up, process, recover, and rebuild!




“Mine, Ours, & His”

If we are really honest with ourselves the title of this piece would be in the exact order in
which we view possessions or anything in this world that can rightly belong to anyone of us. We seem
to always be on the lookout for ourselves, we view ourselves number one. If my needs are met then
the world is at its best, | can move forward knowing that | am taken care of. Once my needs are met, |
can perhaps look and inquire into the details of my fellow man. How is he doing? Does he need
anything? If he does, can | give what | don’t need, but perhaps it’s been already picked through? He’s
okay with partial things, isn’t he? Oh yeah, we can’t forget about God. | have divided up the bounty
between myself and my neighbor, there still is a little bit left that neither of us have taken. | guess, it’s
an opportunity to give it to God.

If we are further honest with ourselves the scenario described in the previous paragraph
happens on a regular basis. We take what we think rightfully belongs to us as individuals, leave the
“leftovers” for our fellow man and neighbor and then give the remaining pieces to God. We may even
pat ourselves on the back, believing that we have done good, that we have done our work in God’s
kingdom. In reality, though, we have hindered the work of God’s kingdom and hurt ourselves, our
fellow man, and our relationship with God in the process.

| think it’s safe to say that we all would recognize that the title has to be reversed. Once we
get past our own greed and jealousy, we realize that everything that we have or possibly could have
in this lifetime belongs to him. It is his, his to do with what he wants, his to distribute, his to keep.
Once we recognize that we are under God we recognize the communal relationship that we share
with our fellow man. We carry this out by sharing with them in times of need and in times of plenty,
in times of hardship and in times of prosperity. Regardless of the item or the person, we give out of a
love for them and ultimately for God. Then we have the opportunity to look inward to look at
ourselves and assess what we need. God will give us all that we need to live, we will be lacking in
nothing. Even more so will we be blessed if we focus on the other two groups first.

Reorganizing this title is hard to do in our minds and sometimes even harder to live out. But
the great thing about this reversal is that by reversing we start with God first; he will give us all that
we need in order to live and thrive as individuals and as helping community. He knows what we need
and he also knows the needs of the members of our communities. It is only in his help and with his
strength that we can reverse the title and turn from feelings of selfishness to feelings of surrender
and sharing.

Want to have a richer Thanksgiving this year and ultimately a richer life? Consider reversing
the title of this piece to reflect God first, our fellow neighbor and community second and finally
ourselves last. In doing so we can begin to structure our lives the way God intended. It may not be
easy or natural for us to do but Lord willing we can begin to see the blessings that will abound from
our heavenly father to our community and then to ourselves. Then, we can truly exclaim, “Praise God
from whom all blessings flow!”

The Wheeled Worshiper



“The Incarnation”

At the center of Christmas is Jesus, both fully God and fully man. “In Bethlehem, humility and glory in their
extremes were joined,” wrote pastor R.G. Lee (1886-1978). When Jesus came to earth, Lee explained, he
descended:

* from the heights of glory to the depths of shame,

» from the wonders of heaven to the wickedness of earth,

* from exaltation to humiliation,

* from the throne to the tree,

* from dignity to debasement,

* from worship to wrath, . ‘:. Q
* from the halls of heaven to the nails of earth, #ﬁ%’&-

* from the coronation to the curse,

» from the glory place to the gory place!
“Born in a stable! Cradled in a cattle trough! Wrapped in swaddling clothes of poverty!” Lee wrote. “No
room for him who made all rooms! [No] place for him who made and knows all places! Oh, deep humiliation
of the Creator — born of the creature, woman! But in his descent was the dawn of mercy. Because we
cannot ascend to him, he descends to us.”

|

“Look Upon Love”
Let us then meditate upon the Nativity just as we see it happening in our own babies. | would not have you
contemplate the deity of Christ, the majesty of Christ, but rather his flesh. Look upon the baby Jesus. Divinity
may terrify people. Inexpressible majesty will crush them. That is why God took on our human flesh and
blood, that God should not terrify us but rather that with love and favor God would console and comfort us.
~Martin Luther

“A Hobby Turned Ministry”

The internet has transformed shopping, whether for Christmas, major purchases or even groceries. |'ve
spent hours scrolling Facebook Marketplace for just the right new-to-me items. Hunting for a great deal or a
unique piece is part of the appeal.

But after reading Philippians 2:4, | also began paying attention to the people | encountered along the way.
“Don’t look out only for your own interests,” that verse says, “but take an interest in others, too” (NLT).

A retired couple all but invited me to dinner when | bought a lamp from them. | remember the woman's
delight as she described her recipe. A young man with developmental challenges who sold me a video game
communicated its quality much better than anyone I've encountered.

When a mom purchased some chairs from us, she shared her excitement while loading her van. Her family
now had a “real home” after living in an RV during a tough time. Once | bought furniture from a woman who
was visibly stressed, exhausted from helping her mother-in-law move out of state.

As my transactions turned into interactions, my heart was changing — for the better. My hobby became
more enjoyable and meaningful as | took time to listen and care.

Bible Trivia

Who was governor of Syria when Joseph and Mary traveled to Bethlehem for a mandated registration, or
census?

A. Theophilus

B. Quirinius

C. Herod Antipas h

D. Pontius Pilate

See next page for answer




“A Glorious Hope”

Let us today go down to Bethlehem, and in company with wondering shepherds and adoring Magi, let
us see him who was born King of the Jews, for we by faith can claim an interest in him, and can sing,
“Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given.” Jesus is Jehovah incarnate, our Lord and our God,
and yet our brother and friend; let us adore and admire. ...

Let us reverently bow before the holy Child whose innocence restores to [humankind] its ancient
glory; and let us pray that he may be formed in us, the hope of glory.
~C.H. Spurgeon, Morning and Evening

“The Light of Life”

Most sand comes from coral and rocks that get ground into tiny grains. But in a few places, like
some beaches of Japan, the bits of sand are shells or skeletons that once housed single-celled
organisms. A magnifying glass reveals their star shape: a rounded middle and five or more spines, like
a sea star.

These unique creatures live on undersea reefs and share their interior with algae called diatoms,
which convert light into carbohydrates and oxygen through photosynthesis. The star points let light
into the exoskeleton; in turn, diatoms produce energy to feed them both. When these organisms die,
the star skeletons wash onto beaches, protecting the islands even after their own lives end. Our
amazing God designed astounding creatures!

This same Creator made us able to take in light from Christ. Jesus said, “I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me ... will have the light of life” (John 8:12). When we receive his light, it becomes in
us the “energy” we need to do good: to love others, care for people in need, appreciate nature —
including star sand! — and give glory to the Artist of this entire incredible world. ~Heidi Hyland Mann

“Use the Gift”

At Christmas, God sent his Son to live among us. But he doesn’t want us to be passive recipients of
that precious gift. Consider these challenges for the season — and for the new year ahead:
--‘He became what we are that we might become what he is.” ~Athanasius (4th century)
--“When Christ entered our world, he didn’t come to brighten our Decembers
but to transform our lives.” ~Rich Miller
--“Christmas began in the heart of God. It is complete only when it reaches the heart of man. Why wait
for a call when you have a command?” ~Robert Hughes

“That’s A (Re)wrap!”

The Reintgen family in North Carolina will always remember Christmas 2023. At 3 a.m. on
December 25, their 3-year-old son woke them up, asking for scissors to open his new action-figure
toy. “That's when we realized something had gone terribly wrong,” said Scott, his dad.

A quick trip downstairs revealed a mess of unwrapped gifts under the family’s Christmas tree.
“There was not one thing that he left unscathed,” Scott said. The boy, in his defense, said he was just
trying to help everyone know what they'd received.

With only hours until their other children awoke, the Reintgens were determined to save Christmas.
Mom Katie raced to rewrap gifts, even managing to get most nametags back on the correct packages.
Instead of being angry, the parents found humor in the ordeal. Afterward, they explained to their son
the joy that people experience from receiving — and opening — their own presents.

Morals of the story? Remember this 3-year-old when you get overeager for certain parts of the
holidays. Don'’t rush through anything, and let others enjoy Christmas at their own pace too. When
something goes wrong, don’t panic. Like the Reintgens, find joy in any unexpected glitches and
grinches you encounter throughout the season.
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UPDATE ON CORNERSTONE

2 Chronicles 7:13-14 says: “When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command locusts
to devour the land or send a plague among my people, if my people, who are called by my name, will hum-
ble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven,
and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land.

| EXPANDING THE KINGDOM FROM THE INSIDE-OUT

Over the summer and at the fall Classis meetings I shared the ways God has been working powerful-
ly through a time where many in the prison have been hurting, or at least longing for better days. There has
been a series of sweeping changes the last year that have decreased opportunities for the men to engage in
community, worship practice, work, and recreation. Tensions rose much over the summer and areas of the
prison experienced radical reduction in movement. Then the entire Sioux Falls Prison Complex went into a
near month long lockdown where all outside religious volunteers were not allowed to continue providing
religious programming in the prison. We called on our partner churches to pray, we were hoping for heal-
ing and wellbeing for our incarcerated brothers in Christ, for restoration of a functional chapel schedule,
for changes that would increase the religious liberties and opportunities for our men rather than the gradual
decrease that seemed to have set in.

Once we got back in, our time slots for worship were experiencing less reduction from schedule
trouble. Our Bible Study attendance has grown significantly. The hunger for resources has skyrocketed
with the pamphlets that we provide giving reformed answers to life’s harder questions being taken from the
chapel faster than any other time in the last three years. More recently the state removed the warden from
her post at the Sioux Falls Prison Complex. That same week we learned that an effort was being made to
get worship services moved back to evenings instead of keeping them in the afternoon. Transition is hap-
pening in a big way, with greater possibility of guests attending in the evenings again and even the possi-
bility of having praise team practice again within the next few months (Our band has had to show up and
lead worship without any practice for nearly a year).

(continued on back)
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hank you for your prayers thus far, and please continue to pray.

Pray that God would work through the transition in leadership and that the next Warden would be fa-
vorable to the work our church is doing in the prison.

normal trends of schedule bring back some of what had been taken away.

I
I
I
I
| Pray that the tensions would continue to diminish and that the wellbeing of our men would improve as new
I
: Pray that the switch back to evening worship services goes well so that we can again welcome groups who

lhaven’t been able to attend with us in the afternoon.

I Pray that God would continue to draw to himself the hearts of men who have been far from him so they would
| take that step of coming to a church program or service for the first time.

| lately are being read and shared so that many more men would grow in the depth of their faith and their understand-
| ing of the truth.

| Pray that the upcoming Christmas Card Distribution to the men goes well and that God provides all that is

needed for the statewide Christmas Sack program (the Christmas Sack program is a bag of goodies for every inmate
| to remind them they are not forgotten over the Christmas season. This replaced the Christmas Fudge program when
| home produced goods were no longer allowed.)

I Thank you for your prayers and support, May God hear from heaven and bring even more healing to our land.

I
I
I
I
I
!
|
I
I
I
I
I
I Pray that the Bible’s, daily devotionals, and many reformed resources that have been flying from the shelves |
I
|
I
I
I
I
I
I
| I
I
I

I Pastor Scot?
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C orners I'.O ne Give your gifts to Cornerstone Prison Church
. Enclosedisa $ ift for Cornerstone Prison church
P r] S 0 n Please usefor ( )GeneralFund ( )Bibles & I\]Aaterials ( )Cornerstone Barnabus Foundation
Name: Email
C h U rC h Address: City
State Zip Phone

Please make checks payable to Cornerstone Prison Church.
Donations are tax deductible.
Donations can be sent to:
www.cornerstonepcsd.org Cormerstone Prison Church, c/o David Vande Kamp, Treasurer,
801 S. Gordon Drive, Sioux Falls, SD 57110.

Outside:
PO Box 88708
Sioux Falls, SD 57109 Our services at Cornerstone Prison Church will again be in the
Ph 605.496.8152 evening at 6:30pm starting November 8, 2024.
office@cornerstonepcsd.org Please consider joining us. We are limited to 10 individuals!

scott@cornerstonepcsd.org
Contact Jean to schedule a date that works for you.

Inside: We need to schedule far enough out that we have all the
1600 North Drive paperwork from the group three weeks prior to their visit.
Sioux Falls, SD 57104 Our email address: office@cornerstonepcsd.org
Ph 605.367.5749

We can come to you... Pastor Scott is willing to provide Pulpit Supply and a
Cornerstone Prison Church update on a Sunday morning or evening.

(please email Scott directly)
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Letter Writing to our

MISSIONARIES

RIBBENS MALETOUNGOU KLOMPIEN
December 1 Doug DR John DR Tyler DB
December 8 Harlan D Harold D JimD
December 15 Carl E Zach E Jeff E
December 22 Jesse E Brian F Justin F
December 29 Marv F Bob G Galen G

Resonate Global Mission

Attn: Rev. Michael & Megan Ribbens

1700 28th St SE

Grand Rapids, Ml 49508

EMAIL: mribbens@crcna.org — Mike
mribbens@gmail.com — Megan

Resonate Global Mission

Attn: Rev. Sosthene & Kara Maletoungou
1700 28" St SE

Grand Rapids, M|l 49508

EMAIL: smaletoungou@crcna.org

Resonate Global Mission
Attn: Mark & JinHee Klompien
1700 28" St SE

Grand Rapids, MI 49508
EMAIL: mklompien@ecrcna.org
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Ron & Darletta LelLoux

Josh & Katie Byl

Egcembe.r 1 IRandy & Pat By Mitchell & Kelsi Byl Eric & Tracy
MMUNIoN  tv/ern & Carol De Boer Cody & Em Davelaar
Rick & Bonnie Davelaar Erin De Kam
December 8 |Kevin & Diana De Groot Steve & April De Kam Roger & Hilaine

Zach & Jamie De Jager

Jaden & Katlien Den Boer

December 15

Tyler & Alli Den Boer
Carl & Melissa Elbers
Zach & Lucy Elbers

Jeff & Steph Elgersma
Jesse & Amber Eppinga

Brian & Renae Faber LAy & vanie

December 22

Justin & Josie Faber
Marv & Deanna Faber
Bob Gilman

Brad & Nanci Grevengoed
Galen & Elsie Grevengoed
Bob & Cherie Grevengoed

Christmas Program
Cookies Served
Outgoing Elders

December 25
Christmas

Marva Haak
Austin & Rachel Haak
Kelly & Patty Haak

December 29

Mike & Tammy Haverhals
Eddie & Lanae Hernandez

Leonard & Deb Hoekstra

Steve & Sue Hoekstra
Kyle Hoogendoorn
Rob & Karen Jansen

Vern & Ellen

USHERS
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Dec. 1 East: Josh B, Mike VZ AM | Addison VH, Jenessa VR, Kate L, Trevin VK
Communion |West: Dan B, Darin P PM | Alli DB, Kennedy VH
Dec. 8 East: Joel B, Matt VE AM | Steph E, Kendra J, Ezra H, Tad M
| West: Jace M, Alvin L PM | Cherie G, Aftyn B
Dec. 15 East: Arnold K, Bob G AM | Deb H, Jessica K, Teeghan B, Ava VO
) West: Benjamin H, Keith L PM | Kristin J, Kayla B
Dec. 22 East: Jeff E, Rick D AM | TaMae K, Malorie K, Noah DK, Darren VR
) West: Joe M, Gene L PM | Michelle K, Amera F
Dec. 25 East: Cody D, Mike B _ _ , ,
Chiristimas West: Cole VDB, Colton VO AM | Jill M, Lisa P, Titus H, Erica VR
Dec. 29 East: Josh B, Mike VZ AM | Jackie R, Ellen VB, Mason J, Bristyl B
) West: Dan B, Darin P PM | Laurie VK, Alison L
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